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EDITORLAL, - 
MQHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF ARMY 

NURSES, U.S.A. 

,We have received with much pleasure from 
Major J u h  C. Stimsm, Superintendent of the 
Army Nurse Corps, U.S,.A., a copy ob General 
Orders issued from the War  Depcii-tment, 
Washington, enumerating the " Rights and 
Privileges " determined by the Secreia,ry of 
.War, a s  confcrrad by &e Army Rscfrganisatim 
Act of June 4t$, 1920, which gives Rank tu 
nursm. Section 10 of the Act of Congress pro-. 
vides as fdlows :- 

'' Hereafter the members Olf t'he Army Nurse 
Corps shall have relative rank a s  fdows: 
The Superintendent sha,lI have t h e  rdative rank 
of Major ; the Assistant Superintendknts, 
Director, and Assistant Directocrs, the relative 
rank of Captain; Chief Nurses l h s  relative 
rank of First Lieutenant ; Hread Nurses 
and Nurses the relative rank of Second 

' Lieutenant; and a s  regards medical and 
sanitary matters, and all other work within 
the line of thleir professional d,uties, shall 
have authority in and about military hos- 
pitals next after the officers of the M e d i d  De- 
partment. The Secretary of W a r  shall make 
the necessary regulations prescribing the rights 
and prhileges conferred by such relative rank. " 

The following arc announced ,as the: rights 
and privileges of nurses under the foregoing, 
the term " nurses," as used$ herein, being in- 
terpreted[ to include all members of t h e  Army 
Nurse Clops, irrespmtive of their relative 
rank :- 

I. While nurses are not commissioned 
officers, their relative standling in the Army 
corresponds to that  of commissiooeds OffiCPrS. 

2. Nurses will be accorded the precedence 
indic&ied by their relative rank, and the Same 
respect and protection in their positions as 
commissioned officers. 

3. Nurses will be accorded! \the same 
obedience from enlisted )men and pa~enlts in 
tLnd abimt military hospitals as is  accorded 
commlissioaed officers of a like grade. 

4. Nurses are not eligible for detail a s  mem- 

bers of courts-martial, but may prefer charges 
against any member of the military service. 

5. To denote their relative rank, nurses will 
wear cm tbeir uniforms, in the same manner 
a s  is prescribed for officers the insignia d rank 
worn by commissioned officers of the grades 
corresponding to the: relative rank conferred 
upon them. 

6. Nurses will salute and be saluted in the 
sama manner, and under the serr.~)e cmditlolns, 
as prescribed for cammisaionad &ices. 

7. In all reports, returns, orders and other 
official documents, the titles &rrespanding to 
the ralaitlive rank confwred upon nurses will be 
used in the same manner as is prescribed for 
commissioned officers. 

8. Nurses are entitled to the Same allowances 
and privileges, except mileage, as atre pre- 
scribed for commissioned officers of grades 
corresponding to their relative rank, viz., a n i -  
mutation of quarters when quarters in kind are 
not avalilabk; commiurtatim of light and h a t ;  
purchase privileges); insurance privileges ; 
gratuities; and, in general, all such personal 
privileges and perquisit&, not specifically 
denied them, a s  go with commissioned rank, 
and are customarili enjoyed, by commissioned 
officers. 
9. Pay and allu.wances of nurses are &t forth 

in Chapter V of t h e  Act of Congress, appmved 
July8, 1918, as  modified by the Act of Congress 
approlved &lay 18, 1920. 
10. The relative rank cunferred upon nurses 

does not alter the esisting methods of their 
appointment, assignment to duty, transfer, 
ceparation from the Service, and general con- 
trol, nor the character of the duties now being 
required of them. 

11. Nurses will be governed by the same 
censorship regulations as are prcscribad far 
com,missioned officers. 

12. Upon honourable discharge from the 
Service they will be given a certificate of diisc 
charge similar to that used for temporary 
officers. 

The effect of the foregoing regulations must 
be to increase t h e  efficiency of the Army Nurse 
Corps, for authority shoulld always accompany 
responsibility, and high' responsibilities devolve 
upon its members. 
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